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Media Release

June 2011
Bedford’s ICAN programme a success with Riverland youth
Skateboard art and cooking for the homeless are just some of the innovative new learning activities assisting Riverland youth with a disadvantage to realise their potential.

For the past 12 months, 40 young people from Berri, Waikerie, Loxton and Renmark schools have been involved in Bedford’s ICAN-FLO programme (Innovative Community Action Network - Flexible Learning Options), an initiative to provide alternative learning for 12-19-year olds who are disengaged or at risk of disengaging from the education system.
Based on the programme’s initial success, Bedford anticipates the number of participants will grow to more than 100 over the coming months.
“While the conventional education system is great for some people, there are many others who, for various reasons - be it social, intellectual or otherwise – aren’t able to get the same benefit from it,” Bedford Chief Executive Max Dyason said.

“The ICAN-FLO programme works with local businesses and community groups to find fun and inspiring learning alternatives that equip young people with useful skills and confidence for the future.
“We’re taking students out of the classroom and into the real world which encourages the development of empathy for other members of the community.” 
The ICAN-FLO courses include food preparation and service, run at a local soup kitchen in partnership with the Uniting Church and local housing support services; Certificate II in Community Services; Certificate II in Business, as well as Certificate I and Certificate II Automotive delivered at Bedford’s new Automotive Training Centre.  Part of this new venture will involve the participants dismantling used car parts for sale by local business Riverland Auto Parts.
In addition, students can participate in the ‘Play to Spray’ course, teaching them to repair panel damage on vehicles, along with Skateboard Art which teaches airbrush and design skills.
Bedford, the state’s most diverse provider of services to people with disability or disadvantage, is now also the largest provider of the ICAN-FLO programme in the Riverland, recently opening a Skills Centre in Berri to cater for the growing number of students.

The Centre comprises an automotive workshop complete with two servicing pits, training rooms, office and presentation facilities plus it has space outdoors to offer Certificate I and II in Construction or Horticulture in the future.
Management at electrical giant Radio Rentals recently learned of the success of the programme and have agreed to donate two desktop computers and a large Flat Panel TV to support Bedford’s work.
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